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Application No. UP-585-01, Williamsburg Motors: Request for a Special Use 
Permit, pursuant to Section 24.1-306 (category 12, number 5) of the York County 
Zoning Ordinance to authorize an automobile sales and service establishment on a 6.8-
acre portion of a 14.1-acre parcel of land located on East Rochambeau Drive (Route F-
137) approximately one-half mile northeast of its intersection with Mooretown Road 
(Route 603).  

 
Mr. Tim Cross presented a summary of the staff memorandum dated October 30, 2001, in which the 
staff recommended approval of establishing a dealership and recommended denial of an increase in sign 
size.  Mr. Cross explained that a strict interpretation of the Zoning Ordinance does not allow a second 
sign but allows a landowner to apply to the Board of Supervisors for an additional sign area.  Mr. 
Hendricks asked if the other businesses in the area conform to the signage requirements of the Zoning 
Ordinance and Mr. Cross said that they do. 
 
Mr. Carter, responding to Ms. White, said full cutoff lighting is a basic requirement of the Zoning 
Ordinance. 
 
The Chair opened the public hearing. 
 
Rich Costello, P.E., President, AES Consulting Engineers, 201 Second Street, Williamsburg, 
introduced Messrs. Francis Norsworthy, property owner, and Rick Jones of Williamsburg Motors Inc.  
Mr. Costello explained that one major issue is driveway access to the property.  The applicant is 
requesting approval to move the service driveway onto the parcel owned by Williamsburg Motors, 
which has over 442 feet of frontage.   The driveway is intended for use by service vehicles, including 
new car carriers that need to unload their cargo, rather than requiring service vehicles to drive through 
the front parking lot of the dealership.  The other issue, Mr. Costello pointed out, is the signage.  He 
said Mr. Jones will present a modified sign proposal. 
 
Mr. Rick Jones, Williamsburg Motors Inc., 217 Second Street, Williamsburg, explained that Ford 
and Lincoln-Mercury are separate franchisers and are operated separately by their franchisees.  Ford 
Motor Company no longer allows sign sharing among the three distinct brands so Ford and Lincoln-
Mercury require separate facilities and signs.  Mr. Jones requested the Commission to consider two 
monument- style signs that would each incorporate the minimum size sign allowed by one of the brands.  
Ford requires at least 31 square feet and Lincoln-Mercury at least 40 square feet of signage.  He said 
the signs would be seven feet lower and the total sign area, at 71 square feet, would be 20 square feet 
smaller than the original request for 91 square feet of signage.   He proposed the two signs for 
placement at the corner of each main entrance to the lot.   
 



Excerpts 
November 14, 2001 

Page 2 
 
Mr. Heavner inquired if the dealership planned to have both signs painted on the building itself, and Mr. 
Jones said that is the plan.  He further explained Ford Motor Company's requirements regarding sharing 
signs and facilities with Lincoln-Mercury.  Mr. Costello pointed out that the signs are visible on the 
building elevation given to the members, and that the building signage requested is much less than that on 
the Lowes and WalMart buildings. 
 
Mr. Heavner asked about roof color, and Mr. Jones said the roof would be "Ford blue." 
 
Mr. James W. Noel, Jr., Director, York County Office of Economic Development, said he did not 
believe any ordinance can cover every type of situation because there are circumstances with hardships 
and those are not addressed in the Zoning Ordinance.  He stated that the local dealer is left with limited 
choices as a franchise car dealership involving a large parent corporation.  He thinks the applicant has 
offered a good compromise that meets the overall aesthetic test, and he favored approval. 
 
Mr. Hendricks mentioned that the Industrial Development Authority already successfully lobbied to 
loosen the signage requirements along the business and commercial corridor involved.  Mr. Noel agreed 
but said an ordinance cannot address every situation. 
 
Mr. Francis Norsworthy, 19379 High Bluff Lane, Barhamsville, noted that brand identity is important 
in today's business climate and all of the Williamsburg Motors brands should be represented on its signs.  
He believed approval would encourage more businesses to locate along that corridor. 
 
There were no others who wished to speak, and Chair Semmes closed the public hearing. 
 
Mr. Hendricks asked if staff had any objection to relocating the service road as proposed, and Mr. 
Cross replied that the staff, having become aware of the revision to the proposal only minutes before the 
meeting, is not prepared to make a recommendation on that particular item. 
 
Mr. Carter said if the applicant intends to subdivide the parcel, one of the entrances must be on the 
property line if it is to be a joint entrance.  He said staff does not suggest that a third entrance is out of 
the question, but the concept plan is an inappropriate method for resolving whether and where the 
entrance for the undeveloped parcel should go.  This may not be the time to make that decision, he said. 
 
Mr. Hendricks asked what the staff would recommend, based on the applicant's proposal for combining 
square footage for two separate signs.  Mr. Cross said the staff supports the Zoning Ordinance 
allowance of a single sign of a size no greater than 50 square feet. However, should the Commission 
support the applicant's request for a larger sign, he said, staff recommends the revised request for a sign 
area not to exceed 71 square feet. 
 
RECESS 
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Mr. Carter requested a brief recess to confer with the applicant.  Chair Semmes called a recess at 8:10 
p.m. 
 
RECONVENE 
 
The meeting was reconvened by order of the Chair at 8:20 p.m.  Mr. Carter reported a good discussion 
with the applicant but no conclusions.   
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS, con't.d 
 
There was brief discussion about the applicant's proposed placement of two signs and their visibility.  
Mr. Jones said most traffic would come from Route 199 and not from East Rochambeau Drive.   
 
Mr. Semmes was pleased with the proposal to relocate the Williamsburg Motors dealership into York 
County and liked the development as presented by the applicant. 
 
Mr. Hendricks moved the adoption of Resolution PC01-38(R-1) and it was adopted by a roll call vote 
of 4:1 (Simasek absent, Semmes opposing).  Mr. Semmes stated for the record that he is not against 
the application per se, but registered an opposing vote to indicate his support for dual signs. 
 

PC01-38(R-1) 
 
On motion of Mr. Hendricks, which carried 4:1, the following resolution was adopted: 
 
A RESOLUTION TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF A SPECIAL USE 
PERMIT TO AUTHORIZE AN AUTOMOBILE SALES AND SERVICE 
ESTABLISHMENT ON EAST ROCHAMBEAU DRIVE 
 
WHEREAS, Williamsburg Motors has submitted Application No. UP-585-01 to request a 

Special Use Permit, pursuant to Section 24.1-306 (category 12, number 5) of the Zoning Ordinance to 
authorize an automobile sales and service establishment on a 6.8-acre portion of a 14.1-acre parcel of 
land located on East Rochambeau Drive (Route F-137) approximately one-half mile northeast of its 
intersection with Mooretown Road (Route 603) and further identified as Assessor’s Parcel No. 2-36C; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, as part of this application, the applicant is also requesting an increase in sign area 

and height, pursuant to Section 24.1-712 of the Zoning Ordinance, to allow two freestanding pole signs 
on the above-referenced property that are twenty feet (20’) in height and 50 and 41 square feet in area 
respectively; and 

 
WHEREAS, said application has been forwarded to the York County Planning Commission in 

accordance with applicable procedure; and 
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WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has conducted a duly advertised public hearing on this 
application; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Commission has carefully considered the public comments with respect to this 

application; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the York County Planning Commission this the 
14th day of November, 2001, that Application No. UP-585-01 be, and it is hereby, transmitted to the 
York County Board of Supervisors with a recommendation of approval to authorize the establishment 
of an automobile sales and service center on East Rochambeau Drive subject to the following 
conditions: 
 
1. This Special Use Permit shall authorize the establishment of an approximately 50,000-square foot 

automobile sales and service center on a 6.8-acre portion of a 14.1-acre parcel of land located on 
East Rochambeau Drive (Route F-137) approximately one-half mile northeast of its intersection 
with Mooretown Road (Route 603) and further identified as Assessor’s Parcel No. 2-36C. 

 
2. A site plan prepared in accordance with the provisions of Article V of the York County Zoning 

Ordinance shall be submitted to and approved by the York County Department of Environmental 
and Development Services, Division of Development and Compliance prior to the commencement 
of any construction activities on the subject parcel. Except as modified herein, said site plan shall be 
in substantial conformance with the plan titled “Conceptual Plan for a Special Use Permit for 
Williamsburg Motors,” prepared by AES Consulting Engineers and dated October 1, 2001; and 
building elevations depicted in Plan Sheet A-2 titled “Williamsburg Motors: Proposed Building 
Signage,” prepared by Leon K. Smith, Architect. 

 
3. Freestanding signage for the development shall be limited to a single ground-mounted monument 

sign measuring a maximum of fifty (50) square feet in area and fifteen feet (15’) in height. 
 
4. Maximum cumulative sign area for this development exclusive of the one (1) permitted freestanding 

sign shall not exceed 1.5 square feet per linear foot of principal building width. 
 
5. Building façades, including exterior building materials and colors, shall be generally as depicted in 

the color renderings submitted by the applicant. Brick and brick-type products shall be utilized as 
the predominant material for all façades visible from public streets. 

 
6. A traffic impact analysis, prepared by a transportation engineer or transportation planner in 

accordance with the requirements set forth in Section 24.1-251(b)(1) of the York County Zoning 
Ordinance, shall be submitted for review and consideration by the County and the Virginia 
Department of Transportation at the same time as the initial application for site plan approval. 

 
7. The development shall be constructed and operated in conformance with the performance standards 

set forth in Sections 24.1-475, 24.1-477, and 24.1-479 of the York County Zoning Ordinance. 
8. A single driveway from the development onto East Rochambeau Drive shall be permitted. A second 

driveway, which shall be designed and constructed to serve both the automobile dealership and 
adjacent “Future Development” as depicted in the above-referenced conceptual plan shall also be 
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permitted. Nothing in this use permit shall be construed to either authorize or prohibit the 
construction of a third entrance, depicted on the above-referenced conceptual plan as “Future 
Entrance.” Any request for a third entrance shall be considered by the County at such time as 
development plans are submitted for the remainder of the subject parcel. 

 
9. The development shall be served by an on-site stormwater management pond designed to address 

stormwater quantity and quality issues for both the automobile sales and service center and any 
other future development that may occur on the subject parcel. 

 
10. Development of the subject parcel shall be in accordance with the requirements of the Watershed 

Management and Protection Area overlay district contained in Section 24.1-376 of the Zoning 
Ordinance. Accordingly, the above-reference site plan shall be accompanied by an impact study 
prepared in accordance with the requirements set forth in Section 24.1-376(f) of the Zoning 
Ordinance. 

 
11. In accordance with Section 24.1-115(b)(7) of the York County Zoning Ordinance, a certified copy 

of the resolution authorizing this special use permit shall be recorded at the expense of the applicant 
in the name of the property owner as grantor in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the York County Planning Commission this the 14th day of 

November, 2001, that the request of Williamsburg Motors for an increase in sign area and height, 
pursuant to Section 24.1-712 of the Zoning Ordinance, to allow two freestanding pole signs on the 
above-referenced property that are twenty feet (20’) in height and 50 and 41 square feet in area 
respectively be, and it is hereby, transmitted to the York County Board of Supervisors with a 
recommendation of denial. 
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